
Welcome to H&S Documents on the Harwood Portal!

This introduction aims to provide a brief overview of health and
safety policies, their significance, effectiveness, and the legal
responsibilities that businesses of all sizes have in implementing
them.
 
Within the UK, all businesses are legally required to have a health
and safety policy if you have five or more employees. 

This is mandated under the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974.
The health and safety policy outlines how the employer manages
health and safety within their workplace, including identifying
and controlling risks, providing necessary information, training,
and supervision to employees, and establishing procedures for
dealing with accidents or emergencies.

Even if a business has fewer than five employees, it is still
important to ensure the health and safety of employees and
others who may be affected by the business's activities. While
there may not be a legal requirement to have a formal written
policy in these cases, it is still good practice for all businesses,
regardless of size, to have clear health and safety procedures in
place.

Health and safety policies are fundamental documents that
outline the procedures, guidelines, and responsibilities for
ensuring the well-being of everyone involved in our business
operations. 

These policies are essential for identifying and managing
workplace hazards, preventing accidents and injuries, and
promoting a culture of safety among our workforce.
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The H&S Documents are located under the ‘H&S Documents’ tab
on the Harwood Portal and include templates of all of the most
common Health and Safety Policy documents you might need.

Once you’re happy that you have all the policies you need, the
Harwood Portal also offers additional tools such as Audit Tools,
and Fire Risk Assessment checklists.

Where to find the H&S Documents

The best place to start would be the Health and Safety Policy as
an overarching document which can then be supplemented
with additional policies to meet your business needs.

In any business, it's beneficial for everyone to contribute to health
and safety policies. However, it's essential to designate a
‘competent person’ to ensure these policies remain relevant and
up to date. This individual should possess the necessary skills,
knowledge, and experience to identify hazards within the
business and implement effective controls to safeguard workers
and others from harm.



How to use the Health and Safety documents

Click on the policy document on the H&S Documents tab to
download a policy

Our policy documents are available as Word documents allowing
you to customise them to match to your branding and ensure
consistency with your company's other documentation.

Examples shown from various policies

Here is where the
your designated

‘competent person’
needs to sign and

date the policy

Space has been left so you can edit the documents



Use text boxes to keep track 

Tick the sections of the policy that apply to your business. By
deliberately leaving sections unticked within the document,
you demonstrate to auditors a meticulous consideration of
policy relevance to your business operations.

Type in employer or employee’s names directly

You can print these and write them by hand or names and titles
can be edited directly in Microsoft Word.

For any further advice or support about using the policy
documents or checklists, please email our team at  
HealthandSafety@harwoodhrsolutions.co.uk


